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Harveft, food, .

In that part of the country where I refided are found neither
lakes, rivers, marfhes, nor any other appearance of water but
the wells which are dug for domeftic confumption, except
during the rainy feafon. At that period torrents, of greater or
lefs dimenfions, interfe& the country in all dire@ions, The
rainy feafon lafts from before the middle of June to the middle
or end of September. This feafon is called Harif *,

I have obferved that the rain, which is generally very heavy

and accompanied with lightning, falls moft frequently from
3 P. M. till midnight.

The changes of the wind are not periodical but inftantaneous.
It is with a foutherly wind that the greateft heat prevails; and
with a South«Eaft that the greateft quantity of rain falls, When
the breeze is from the North or North-weft it is moft refreth-

of hiftory of the progrefs of the (afbab) early propagators of Mohammedifm, -
and which enumerated, if I miftake not, a tribe under the denomination of

Fir ,,3 among their adverfaries, after the taking of Baknefé in Middle Egypt,
and their confequent invafion of the more Southern provinces.

* If but a fmall quantity of rain fall, the agricultors are reduced to great
diftrefs ; and it happened, about feven years before my arrival, that many people
were obliged to eat the young branches of trecs pounded in a mortar.

oo ing,
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ing, but does not generally continue long in that quarter. The
hot and oppreffive winds which fill the air with thick duft
blow conftantly from the South.

One day, while I was fitting in the market-place at Cobbé,
I obferved a fingular appearance in the air, which foon dif-
covered itfelf to be a colamn of fand, raifed from the defert
by a whirlwind. It was apparently about a mile and a half
diftant, and continued about eight minutes; this phenomenon
had nothing of the tremendous appearance of the columns of
fand defcribed by Bruce as rifing between Affudn and Chendi,
being merely a light cloud of fand.

The harveft is condu@ed in a very fimple manner. The
women and flaves of the proprietor are employed to break off
the ears with their hands, leaving the ftraw ftanding, which is
afterwards applied to buildings and various other ufeful pur-
pofes. They then accumulate them in bafkets, and carry them
away on their heads. When threfhed, which is awkwardly
and incompletely performed, they expofe the grain to the fun
till it become quite dry; after this an hole in the earth is pre-
pared, the bottom and fides of which are covered with chaff to
exclude the vermin. This cavity or magazine is filled with
grain, which is then covered with chaff, and afterwards with
earth. In this way the maize is preferved tolerably well. In
ufing it for food, they grind it, and boil it in the form of
polenta, which is eaten either with freth or four milk, or ftill
more frequently with a fauce made of dried meat pounded in a

mortar,
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mortar, and boiled with onions, &c. The Furians ufe little
butter; with the Egyptians and Arabs it is an article in great
requeft. There is alfo another fauce which the poorer people
ufe and highly relifh, it is compofed of an herb called Cowe! or
Cawel, of a tafte in part acefcent and in part bitter, and gene-
rally difagreeable to Pcrangers.

As a f{ubftitute for bread, cakes of the fame material are alfo
baked on a fmooth fubftance prepared for the purpofe, which
are extremely thin, and if dexteroufly prepared not unpalatable.
Thefé are called #iffery (fragments or fe@ions); they are alfo
eated 'with the fauce above mentioned, or with milk, or fimply
water ; and in whatever form the grain be ufed, the rich caufe
it to be fermented before it be reduced to flour, which gives it
a very agreedble tafte.© They alfo make no hefitation ‘in eating
the dokn raw, but moiftened with water, without either gnnd-
mg or the opé'ratlon of fire.

" The Sultan here does not feem wholly inattentive to that
important obje&, qgnoulture. Neverthelefs, it may be efteemed
rather a.blind compliance with antjent cuftom, than individual
public fpirit, in which has originated a pradice adopted by him,
in itfelf- fufficiently laudable, fince other of his regulatxons by
No means’ oonduce to: the fame end.

: Ht the begmnmg '"of the Harif, or-wet feafon, which is alfo
the Inbntent for fowing ' theécom, the King goes out with his
Meleks wtid the relt ‘of his tnm, "and 'while the people are em-
ploy‘et‘iJ il tuming up the % ground and fowing the feed, he alfo

00 2 makes
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makes feveral holes with his own hand. The fame cuftom, it
is faid, obtains in Bornou, and other countries in this part of
Africa. It calls to the mind a praice of the Egyptian kings,
mentioned by Herodotus. Whether this ufage be antecedent to
the introdu&ion of Mohammedifm into the country, I know
not; but as it is attended with no fuperftitious obfervance, it
would rather feem to belong to that creed.

Population.

The number of inhabitants in a country in fo rude a ftate as
this is at prefent, it muft neceflarily be extremely difficult to
compute with precifion. Poffibly the levies for war may fur-
nith fome criterion. The Sultan, for about two years, had
been engaged in a very ferious war with the ufurper of Kor-
dofin. The original levies for this war I have underftood
confifted of about two -thoufand men. Continual reinforce-
ments have been fent, which may be fuppofed to amount to
more than half that number. At prefent the army does not
contain more than two thoufand, great numbers of them having
been taken off by the fmall-pox, and other caufes. Even this
number is very much miffed, and the army is ftill fpoken of as
a very large one. It feems to me from this and other confider-
ations, that the number of fouls within the empire cannot®
much exceed two hundred thoufand. Cobbé is one of their
moft populous towns; yet from the beft computation I have
been able to make, knowing the number of inhabitants in the

greater part of the houfes, I cannot perfuade myfelf that the
total
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total amount of both fexes, including flaves, much exceeds fix
thoufand. Of thele the greater proportion are flaves.

The houfes are {eparated from each other by wide intervals,
as each man choofes for building the fpot neareft to the ground
be cultivates; fo that in an extent of about two miles on a line,
not much more than one hundred diftinét inclofures properly
to be termed houfes are vifible. The number of villages is
confiderable; but a few hundred fouls form the fum of the
largeft. There are only eight or ten towns of great popu-
lation.

The people of Dar-Fiir are divided into thofe from the. river,
of whom I have already fpoken, fome few from the Weft, who
are either Fukkara, or come for the purpofes of trade. Arabs,
who are very numerous, and fome of whom are eftablithed in
the country, and cannot quit it; they are of many different
tribes, but the greater number are thofe who lead a wandering
kind of life on the frontiers, and breed camels, oxen, and horfes.
Yet they are not, for the moft part, in fuch a ftate of dependence
as always to contribute effeGually to the ftrength of the mo-
narch in war, or to his fupplies in peace. Thefe are Mabmid,
the Mabréa, the beni-Fefira, the beni-Gerdr, and feveral others
whofe names I do not recolle@. After the Arabs come the
people of Zeghawa, which once formed a diftin&t kingdom,
whofe chief went to the field with a thoufand horfemen, as it
is faid, from among his own fubje@s. The Zeghawa fpeak
a different diale@ from the people of Fir. We muft then
enumerate the people of Bégo or Dageou, who are new fubject

. to
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to the crown of Fir, but are a diftin@& tribe, which formerly
ruled the country. Kordofin, which is now fubje& to Fir,

trive
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trive to give the roof a flight obliquity, making fpouts to carry
off the water. The roof thus conftructed is a tolerable pro-
teGion from the rain, and the whole building is in a certain
degree fecure from robbers, and the other inconveniences which
are there to be expe@ted. The Donga is provided with a door,
confifting of a fingle plank, hewn with the axe, as the plane
and faw are equally unknown. It is fecured by a padlock, and
thus conftitutes the repofitory of all their property. The next
is called a Kowrnak, which is ufually fomewhat larger than the
Donga, differing from it in being without a door, and having
no other roof than thatch, fhelving like that of our barns, com-
pofed of Kaffob, the firaw of the maize, and fupported by light
rafters. This however is cooler in fummer than the more
clofely covered buildings, and is appropriated to receiving com-
pany, and fleeping. The women are commonly lodged, and
drefs their food in another apartment of the fame kind as the
laft, but round, and from fifteen to twenty feet in diameter:
this is called Swkteia. ‘The walls of the Donga are often about
twelve or fifteen feet high ; thofe of the other buildings feldom
exceed feven or eight, but this depends on the tafte of the
owner. The floor of each, by perfons who are attentive to
peatnefs, is covered with clean fand, which is changed as
occafion requires. An houfe in which there are two Dongas,
two Kournaks, and two Sukteias, is confidered as a large and
commodious one, fitted to the ufe of merchants of the firft
order. A Rukkiba (fhed) is frequently added, which is no
more than a place fheltered from the fun, where a company fit
and converfe in the open air. The interior fence of the houfe
is commonly a wall of clay. The extcrior univerfally a thick

hedge,
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hedge, confifting of dried branches of acacia and other thorny
trees, which fecures the cattle, and prevents the flaves from ef-
caping ; but which, as it takes no root, is never green, and has
rather 'a gloomy afpe&. The materials of the village houfes
require no particular defcription ; they are commonly of the
form of the Suktcia, when they rife above the appellation of hut,
but the fubftance is the ftraw of the maize, or fome other
equally coarfe and infecure. Tents are not ufed, except by
the Meleks and great men, and thefe are ill-conftruted. In
time of war materials to conftru® huts are found by the fol-
diers, and applied without great difficulty ; and the Sarcina belli
of each man is a light mat adapted to the fize of his body.

Manners.

The troops of the country are not famed for {kill, courage,
or perfeverance. In their campaigns much reliance is placed on
the Arabs who accompany them, and who are properly tributa-
ries rather than fubjes of the Sultan. One energy of barba-
rifm they indeed poffefs, in common with other favages, that
of being able to endure hunger and thirft ; but in this particu-
lar they have no advantage over their neighbours. On the
journey, a man whom I had obferved travelling on foot with the
caravan, but unconneted with any perfon, afked me for bread
—“How long have you been without it?” faid I. —* Two days,”
was the reply.—* And how long without water ?”—* I drank
water laft night.”—This was at fun-fet, after we had been march-
ing all day in the heat of the fun, and we had yet fix hours to

' ' reach
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reach the well. In their perfons the Firians are not remark-
able for cleanlinefs. Though obferving as Mohammedans all the
fuperftitious formalities of prayer, their hair is rarely combed,
or their bodies completely wafhed. The hair of the pubes and
axillz it is ufual to exterminate ; but they know not the ufe of
foap ; fo that with them polithing the fkin with unguents holds
the place of perfe& ablutions and real purity. A kind of
farinaceous pafte is however prepared, which being applied with
butter to the fkin, and rubbed continually till it become dry,
not only improves its appearance, but removes from it acci-
dental fordes, and ftill more the effe@ of continued tranfpir-
ation, which, as there are ne baths in the country, is a confi-
deration of fome importance. The female flaves are dexterous
in the application of it, and to undergo this operation is one of
the refinements ‘of African fenfuality. Their intervals of labour
and reft are fixed by no eftablithed rule, but governed by in-
clination or perfonal convenience. Their fatigues are often re-
newed under the oppreflive influence of the meridian fun, and
in fome diftrits their nightly flumbers are interrupted by the
dread of robbers, in others by the mufquitoes and other incon-
veniences of the climate.

An inveterate animofity feems to exift between the natives of
Fir and thofe of Kordofin. From converfations with both
parties I have underftood that there have been almoft continual
wars between the two countries as far as the memory of in-
dividuals extends. One of the caufes of this hoftility appears
to be their relative pofition ; the latter lying in the road be-

PP tween
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tween Dar-Fiir and Sennaar, which is confidered as the moft
pradticable, though not the dire& communication between the
the former and Mekka. Nor can caravans pafs from Suakem
to Fiir, as appears, but by the permiffion of the governors of
Kordofin. The jealoufy of trade therefore is in part the origin
of their unvaried and implacable animofity.

Nothing refembling current coin is found in Soudan, unlefs
it be certain fmall tin rings, the value of which is in fome de-
gree arbitrary, and which alone obtains at El Father. In that
place they ferve as the medium of exchange for fmall articles,
for which in others are received beads, falt, &c. Thefe rings
are made of fo many various fizes, that I have known fome-
times twelve, fometimes one hundred and forty of them, pafs
for a given quantity and quality of cotton cloth. The Auftrian
dollars, and other filver coins, brought from Egypt, are all
fold for ornaments for the women, and fome little profit at-

tends the fale of them, but the ufe of them in drefs is far from
general.

Gold not being found within the limits of Fir, is feldom
feen in the market ; -when it appears there, it is in the form of
rings of about one-fourth of an ounce weight each, in which
ftate it comes from Sennaar. The Egyptian mabbib, or other
ftamped money, none will receive but the people of that coun-
try. The other articles chiefly current, are fuch as helong to

their drefs, as cotton cloths, beads, amber, kohhel, rhéa, and on
the other hand, oxen, camels, and flaves.

The
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The difpofition of the people of Fir has appeared to me
more cheerful than that of the Egyptians ; and that gravity and
referve which the precepts of Mohammedifm infpire, and the
praltice of the greater number of its profeffors countenances
and even requires, feems by no means as yet to fit eafy on
them. A government perfe@ly defpotic, and at this time not
ill adminiftered, as far as relates to the manners of the people,
yet forms no adequate reftraint to their violent paffions *. Prone
to inebriation, but unprovided with materials or ingenuity to
prepare any other fermented liquor than biza, with this alone
their convivial excefles are committed. But though the Sultan
hath juft publithed an ordinance (March 1795) forbidding the
ufe of that liquor under pain of death, the plurality, though
lefs publicly than before, ftill indulge themfelves in it. A com-
pany often fits from fuin-rife to {un-fet drinking and converfing,
till a fingle man fometimes carries off near two gallons of that
liquor. The bliza has however a diuretic and diaphoretic ten-
dency, which precludes any danger from thefe exceffes.

In this country dancing is pra&tifed by the men as well as
the women, and they often dance promifcuoufly. Each tribe
feems to have its appropriate dance: that of Fir is called Secon-
dari, that of Bukkara Bendala. Some are grave, others lafci-
vious, but confifting .rather of violent efforts than of graceful

* The inhabitants of a village called Bernoo, having quarrelled with thofe of
another hamlet, and fome having been killed on both fides, all the property of
both villages was forfeited to the king, the inhabitants being abandoned to
poverty.

PP 2 motions.
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motions. Such is their fondnefs for this amufement, that the
flaves dance in fetters to the mufic of a little drum ; and, what
I have rarely feen in Africa or the Eaft, the time is marked by
means of a long ftick held by two, while others beat the cadence
with fhort batons.

They ufe the games of Tab-u-duk and Dris-wa-talaité, de-
feribed by Niebuhr, which however appear not indigenous, but
to have been borrowed of the Arabs.

The vices of thieving, lying, and cheating in bargains, with
all others nearly or remotely allied to them, as often happen
among a people under the fame circumftances, are here almoft
univerfal. No property, whether confiderable or trifling, is fafe
out of the fight of the owner, nor indeed fcarcely in it, unlefs
he be ftronger than the thief. In buying and felling the parent
glories in deceiving the fon, and the fon the parent ; and God
and the Prophet are hourly invocated, to give colour to the moft
palpable frauds and falfehoods.

The privilege of polygamy, which, as is well known, be-
longs to their religion, the people of Soudin pufh to the ex-
treme. At this circumftance the Muflelmans of Egypt, with
whom I have converfed on the fubje, affe& to be much fcan-
dalized : for whereas, by their law they are allowed four free
women, and as many {laves as they can conveniently maintain,
the Firians take both free women and flaves without any limit-
ation. The Sultan has more than an hundred free women, and
many of the Meleks have from twenty to thirty. Teraub, a

late
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late king, contented himfelf with about five hundred females as
a light travelling equipage in his wars in Kordofin, and left as
many more in his palace. This may feem ridiculous, but when
it is recolle&ed that they had corn to grind, water to fetch, food
to drefs, and all menial offices to pertorm for feveral hundred
individuals, and that thefe females (excepting thofe who are re-
puted Serrari, concubines of the monarch)- travel on foot, and
even carry utenfils, &c. on their heads, employment for this
immenfe retinue may be imagined, without attributing to the
Sultan more libidinous propenfities than belong to others of the
fame rank and flation.

This people exceeds in indulgences with women, and pays
little regard to reftraint or decency. The form of the houfes
already defcribed fecures no great fecrecy to what is carried on
within thern, yet even the concealment which is thus offered, is
not always fought. The fhade of a tree, or long grafs, is the
fole temple required for the facrifices to the primeval deity. In
the courfe of licentious indulgence father and daughter, fon and
mother are fometimes mingled. The relations of brother and
fifter are exchanged for clofer intercourfe ; and in the adjoining
fate, (Bergoo,) the example of the monarch countenances the
infration of a pofitive precept, as well of Iflamifm, as of the
other rules of faith, which have taken their tin@ure from the
Mofaic difpenfation.

But however unbridled their appetites in other refpects may
be, pederafty, fo common in Afia and the North of Africa, is in
Soudin little known or pradtifed. The fituation, chara&er, and

trcatment
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treatment of women is not exa&ly fimilar, either to that which
marks the manners of Afia, and other parts of Africa, or to that
which is eftablithed in Europe. In contradiftin@ion to the wo-
men of Egypt, in Souddn, when a ftranger enters the houfe,
one of the more modeft indeed retires, but fhe is contented to
retire to a fmall diftance, and pafles and repaffes executing the
bufinefs of the houfe in the prefence of the men. In Egypt; a
veil is invariably the guardian of real or affe¢ted modefty. In
Dar-Fir none attempt to conceal their faces but the wives of
the great, whofe rank demands fome affe@ation of decency—
who from fatiety of indulgence become coquets, or whofe vanity
induces them to expe& that concealment will enfnare the inex-
perienced with the hope of youth which has ceafed to recom-
mend them, or beauty by which they could never boaft to be
adorned. The middle and inferior rank are always contented
with the flight covering of a cotton cloth, wrapped round the
waift, and occafionally another of the fame form, materials, and
fize, and equally loofe, artlefsly thrown over the thoulders. They
never eat with the men, but thew no hefitation at being prefent
when the men eat and drink. The moft modeft of them will
enter the houfe, not only of a man and-a ftranger, but of the
traders of Egypt, and make their bargains at leifure. On fuch
occafions, any indelicate freedom on the part of the merchant is
treated with peculiar indulgence. The hufband is by no means
remarkable for jealoufy, and provided he have reafon to fuppofe
that his complaifance will be attended with any folid advantage,
will readily yield his place to a ftranger. Nothing can fhock
the feelings of an Egyptian more than to fee his wife in con-
verfation with another man in public. For fimilar condu&,

individuals
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individuals of that nation have been known to infli& the laft
" punithment. A liberty of this kind has no fuch effe® on a
Firian,

Defendit numerus, junéleque in umbone phalanges.

The univerfality of the practice prevents. its being efecemed
either criminal or thameful.

Some of the moft laborious domeftic offices in this country
are executed by women. They not only prepare the foil and
fow the corn, but aflit in gathering it. They alone too are
engaged in the bufinefs of grinding and converting it into bread.
They not only prepare the food, in which (contrary to the
pra&ice of the Arabs) it is efteemed dilgraceful for a man to
occupy himfelf, but fetch water, wath the apparel, and cleanfe
the apartments. Even the clay buildings, which have been
mentioned, are conftruted chiefly by women. It is not uncom-
mon to fee a man on a journey, mounted idly on an afs, while
his wife is pacing many a weary ftep on foot behind him, and
moreover, perhaps, carrying a fupply of provifions or culinary
utenfils. Yet it is not to be fuppofed that the man is defpotic
in his houfe : the voice of the female has its full weight. No
queftion of domeftic ceconomy is decided without her concur-
rence, and, far from being wearied with the corporeal exertions
of the day, by the time the fun declines, her memory of real or
imaginary injuries affords matter for querulous upbraiding and
aculeate farcafms.

Who-
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Whoever, impelled by vanity, (for no profit attends it,) re-
ceives to- his bed the daughter of a King or powerful Melek,
(women of this rank are called Miram,) finds her fole modera-
trix of his family, and himfelf reduced to a cipher. Of his real
or reputed offspring he has no voice in the difpofal, govern-
ment, or inftru&ion. The princefs, who has honoured him
with the limited right over her perfon, becomes not the part-
ner, but the fole proprietor, of all that he poffefled; and her moft-
extravagant caprices muft not be thwarted, leaft her difpleafure
fhould be fucceeded by that of the monarch.

The man cannot take another wife with the {fame ceremonies
or dowry ; and if any difpute arife concerning igheritance, the
right is always decided in favour of the Miram. Finally, he is
almoft a prifoner in the country, which he cannot leave, how-
ever diftrefled, and however he may be inclined to retrieve his
fortune by trade, without fpecial permiffion from the Sultan,
and the immediate and unqualified forfeiture not only of the
dowry he gave, but of all the valuables he received .in confe-
quence of the honourable alliance.

Previoully to the eftablifhment of Iflamifm* and kingthip, the
people of Fir feem to have formed wandering tribes, in which
ftate many of the neighbouring nations to this day remain. In
their perfons they differ from the negroes of the coaft of Gui-
nea. Their hair is generally fhort and woolly, though fome are

~® About a century and a half ago.
fcen
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feen with it of the length of eight or ten inches, which they
efteem a beauty. Their complexion is for the moft part per-
fely black. The Arabs, who are numerous within the em-
pire, retain their diftinCtion of feature, colour, and language.
They moft commonly intermarry with each other. The flaves,
which are brought from the country they call Fertit, (land of
idolaters,) perfecily refemble thofe of Guinea, and their lan-
guage is peculiar to themfelves.

~In moft.of the towns, except Cobbé, which is the chief
refidence of foreign merchaats, and even at court, the vernacu-
lar idiom is in more frequent ufe than the Arabic; yet the lat-
ter is pretty generally underftood. The judicial proceedings,
which.are held in the monarch’s prefence, are condu@ed in
both languages, all that is fpoken in the one being immediately
tranflated into the other by an interpreter (Tergimin).

After thafe who fill-the offices of government, the Fagui, or
learned man, i. e. prieft, holds the higheft rank. Some few of
thefe Faguis have been educated at Kahira, but the majority of
them in fchools of the country. They are ignorant of every
thing except the Korin, Thé nation, like moft of the North of
Affica, éxcept Egypt, is of the fe& of the Imam Malek, which
however differs not materially from that of Shafei.

QQ, Revenues
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Revenues of Dar-Fir.

1. On all merchandize imported the king has a duty, which
in many inftances amounts to near a tenth ; as for inftance, on
every camel’s load of cotton goods brought from Egypt, and
which commonly confifts of two hundred pieces, the duty paid
to the king by the merchants of Egypt is twenty pieces: the
Arabs who are under his government and the natives pay
more ; fome articles however do not pay fo much.

2. In addition to this, when they are about to leave Dar-Fiir
on their return to Egypt, another tax is demanded on the flaves
exported, under pretence of a voluntary douceur, to be exempt
from having their flaves fcrutinifed. This, on our caravan,
which comprifed about five thoufand {laves, amounted to 3000
mahbubs, between 6 and 7o0ol. to be paid to the Chabir on
- their arrival in Egypt.

3. All forfeitures for mif{demeanors are due to the king; and
this is a confiderable article; for in cafe of a difpute in which
blood is fhed, as often happens, he makes a demand of juft
what proportion he thinks right of the property of the village
in which the offence was committed, of the whole, of an half;

of a third, of every fpecies of poffeflion, and this moft rigor~
oufly eftimated.

4. In



. EGYPT, AND SYRIA. 299

4. In addition to this, every one who is concerned in a ju-
dicial proceeding before him, muft bring a prefent according to
his rank and property: this is another confiderable fource of

reyenue.

5. Of all the merchandife, but efpecially flaves, which are
brought from the roads, as they call it, that is, from all quarters
except Egypt, the king is entitled to a tenth ; and in cafe of
a Selatéa, that is, an expedition to procure {flaves by force, the
tenth he is entitled to becomes a fifth, for the merchants are
obliged to wait fix weeks or two months before they can fell
any of their flaves, and then are obliged to pay in kind one
tenth of the number originally taken, one half of which is by
that time generally dead. ‘

* 6. At the time of leathering the kettle-drum, which happens
every year on the 27th of the month Rabia-¢l-awil, a]l the pria~
cipal people of every town and village, nay, as I have under-
ftood, every houfekeeper, is obliged - to appear at El Fafher,
with a prefent in his hands, according to his rank and ability.
This is another confiderable fource of revenue. The prefent
of the Melek of the Jelabs on one of thefe occafions, I have
known to be valued at goo mahbiibs, or about 2o00l. fterling.
At this folemn feftival, all the troops, not in a&ual fervice,
are obliged to be prefent, and as it may be called, reviewed;
that is, every man who has or can procure an horfe, mounts.and
fhews him in the public meeting.

| QQ 2 7. A
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7. A number of prefents are daily and hourly received from
all the great people of the country, as well as from the mer-
chants who come on bufinefs, and thofe who folicit offices. The
merchants generally prefent fome kind of manufa&ure for
clothing, fuch as light weollen cloth, carpets, arms, &ec. and

the people of the country, camels, {laves male and female, tok¢as,
oxen, theep, &ec.

- 8. But one of the moft confiderable articles of revenue is the
tribute of the Arabs who breed oxen, horfes, camels, theep:
Thofe who breed horfes fhould bring to the monarch all the males
which are yearly produced by their mares; but thisI am told they
often contrive to avoid. The cuftomary tribute of the Arabs: who
breed oxen, or Bukkara, as they are called, is one tenth *. But
when I was there, they having negle@ed paying it for two
years, the Sultan fent a body of troops; who feized all they could
lay hands on, to the number of twelve thoufand oxen. If the
tribute were regularly paid, it might amount to four thoufand
oxen per annum: but thefe Arabs live in tents, and confe-
quently change their habitations frequently, and when they feel
themf{elves united, are not much inclined to pay tribute. Thofe
wha breed camels fhould alfo pay a tenth of their property
yearly ; and I have underftood that they acquit themfelves of the
obligation with more regularity than the former. Thefe alfo
however are fometimes rebellious, and then nothing is received
from them. Two tribes, Mabria and Mabmid, were at war

® A great tribute is alfo paid in butter.
during
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during my refidence in Fir, and a battle took place between
them, in which many fell on both fides : the monarch, to punifh
them for their contumacious behaviour, fent a Melek with a
detachment of about fixty horfemen, who feized on one half of
the camels of every Arab, and where they found five took
three, as the fifth could not be divided. The owners of fheep
and goats pay a tenth.

9. Every village is obliged to pay annually a certain fum in
corn, Dokn, which'is colleGted by the king’s flaves. The mo-
narch has alfo lands of his own, which are cultivated by his
flaves, and which ferve to fupply his houthold ; for, though a
merchant, he does not fell corn. The whole of the diftri& of
Gebel Marra, to the Weft, is entirely appropriated to his ufe, and
the wheat, wild honey, &c. which are abundantly produced
there are all referved for his table.

10. The king is chief merchant in the country, and not
only difpatches with every caravan to Egypt a great quantity of
his own merchandife, but alfo employs his flaves and depend-
ents to trade with the goods of Egypt, on his own account, in
the countries adjacent to Soudan. - '

Articles
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Articles of Commerce.

Gold rings are fometimes worn in the nofe by women of _
diftinGtion. Sea-fhells (Cowries) are among other female orna-
ments, but not very current. The red legumen, called Sbi/b, is
much worn in the hair.

Commodities brought by the Jelabs from Egypt are :

1. Amber beads.

2. Tin, in {mall bars.

3. Coral beads.

4. Cornelian ditto.

§. Falfe Cornelian ditto.

6. Beads of Venice.

7. Agate.

8. Rings, filver and brafs, for the ancles and wrifts,
9. Carpets, {mall.
10. Blue cotton cloths of Egypuan fabno.
11. White cotton ditto.
12. Indian muflins and cottons.
13. Blue and white cloths of Egypt called Melayés.
14. Sword blades, ftrait, (German,) from Kahira.
15. Small looking-glaffes.
16. Copper face-pieces, or defenfive armour for the

horfes’ heads.

"17. Fire arms.
18. Kohhel



18.
19.

20.

21.
22.

23.

24.
25,
26.

27.
28.
29.

30.
31.
32.
33
34-

35.
36.

37
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Kohhel for the eyes.

Rbéa, a kind of mofs from European Turkey, for
food, and a fcent.

Shé, a fpecies of abfynthium, for its odour, arid. as a re-
medy : both the laft fell to advantage. -

Coffee. "

Mableb, Krumpbille, Symébille, Sandal, Nutmegs.

Dufr, the fhell of a kind of ﬁ{h in the Red Sea, ufed
for a perfume.

Silk unwrought.

Wire, brafs and iron.

Coarfe glafs beads, made at ]erufalem, ca:lled Ha_'/b

‘ and Mwyur.

Copper cuhnaty‘ utenﬁ!s, for which the demand is
fmall. '

Old copper for melting and re-workmg

Small red caps of Batbary. - g

Thread linens of Egypt—{mall confumpnon

Light French cloths, made into Benifhes.

Silks of Scio, made up.

Silk and cotton pieces of Aleppo, Damafcus, &c.

Shoes of red leather.

Black pepper.

Writing paper, (papicr des trois lunes,) a confiderable
article.

Soap of Syria.

Tranfported



304

. O

20
3.
4
5.

6
7.
8
9.

I0.

12.

13.
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Tranfported to Egypt:

Slaves, male and female.
Camels.

Ivory.

Horns of the rhinoceros.
Teeth of the hippopotamus.

. Oftrich feathers.

Whips of the hippopotamus’s hide.

. Gum.

Pimento. _

Tamarmds, made into round cakes.

Leather facks for water (ray) and dry articles (geraub).

Peroquets in abundance, and fome monkeys and
Guinea fowl.

Coppcr, whxte, in {mall quant;ty.\





